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Long-term Preservation of Databases 
Swiss Federal Archives, Bern, Switzerland 
9-11 April 2003 
 

Programme 
 

Wednesday 9th April  
09:00 Registration 

 

09:40 Welcome address Christoph Graf 
(Director, Swiss Federal Archives) 

09:50 Introduction to ERPANET 
 

Seamus Ross (Director, ERPANET) 

 SESSION ONE 
Practical Experiences with Database Preservation 

Chair: 
Niklaus Bütikofer 

10:00 Introduction to database preservation 
 

Peter Keller-Marxer 
(Swiss Federal Archives) 

10:45 The French programme CONSTANCE: 
Twenty years of database archiving 

Jean-Pierre Teil 
(Centre des archives contemporaines) 

11:30 Preserving electronic records from 
database-driven information systems 

Filip Boudrez (DAVID) 

12:15 Lunch Break 
 

 SESSION TWO 
Practical Experiences with Database Preservation (2) 

Chair: 
Peter Keller-Marxer 

13:30 The Archival Electronic Records 
Inspection and Control System (AERIC) 

Greg LaMotta 
(United States National Archives) 

14:15 Practical Experiences of the Digital 
Preservation Testbed 

Remco Verdegem 
(Digital Preservation Testbed) 

15:00 Break 

15:30 The National Digital Archive of Datasets 
(NDAD) 

Kevin Ashley 
(University of London Computing Centre) 

16:15 End of session 

19:30 Workshop dinner at restaurant “Bel Etage”, Gurten, hosted by Trivadis AG 
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Thursday 10th April 
 

 SESSION THREE 
Practical Experiences with Database Preservation (3) 

Chair: 
Seamus Ross 

09:00 Tools used for testing and long-term 
preservation at the National Archives of 
Norway 

Terje Pettersen-Dahl 
(National Archives, Norway) 

10:15 Break 

10:40 Software-invariant Archiving of 
Relational Databases (SIARD) 

Stephan Heuscher, Stephan Järmann 
(Swiss Federal Archives) 

11:40 Breakout session 

12:30 Lunch break 

13:30 Sum up and recommendations 
 

 SESSION FOUR 
Archival methods 

Chair: 
Maria Guercio 

14:00 Archiving snapshots or transactions: 
extracting the right data at the right 
time from temporal databases 

Niklaus Bütikofer 
(Swiss Federal Archives / ERPANET) 

14:30 The Application of ISAD(G) to the 
Description of Archival Datasets 

Elizabeth Shepherd 
(University College London) 

15:15 Break 

15:45 Prospective Appraisal and Pre-archival 
Metadata Capture of Databases 

Thomas Zürcher Thrier 
(Swiss Federal Archives) 

16:30 End of session 
Walking tour through the old town 

 

 

Friday 11th April 
 

 SESSION FIVE 
Access, Use, Adding Value 

Chair: 
Hans Hofman 

09:00 Value-adding, access, and use: 
Biological databases as a case study 

Rolf Apweiler 
(European Bioinformatics Institute) 

09:50 Break 

10:10 Breakout session 

11:10 Sum up, recommendations, conclusions 

12:00 End of Workshop 
 


