Symposium ' Archives Online’ — Eric Ketelaar

nationaalarchief

International Symposium

ARCHIVESONLINE —moving archivesinto thedigital era
April 17th, 2003

Koninklijke Bibliotheek, Den Haag

panet

Eric Ketelaar
ARCHIVES INSIDE OUT

The concept of "Archives-on-line” implies more than preserving and providing digital
documents: it presents a techno-cultural challenge "to connect archives with amind". The
Archive will continue to be "a place of consignation”, while being redesigned as "a public
sphere" where individual, organizational and collective memories and stories are experienced,
exchanged, and enriched.

L et me conclude by summarizing in a couple of points:

Archives-on-line should be a goal-oriented entrepreneurial shift to new products and
services, they should not be restricted to only improving what archives-as-a-place

aready do.

Archives-on-line offer services that relate to peopl€e’s histories and memories. They
establish and maintain partnerships with people, connecting the memoriesin the
archives with people’ s memories, recognizing the essential contribution of individuals
and communities in constituting, preserving, using and transferring the collective
memory.

Institutional boundaries between archives, libraries, and museums, are not relevant for
an archives-on-line. Archives, however, have a specificity derived from the specific
function of records as memory, evidence and instruments for accountability in all
dimensions of the records continuum.

Archives-on-line are a public sphere where records of government and records of civil
society serve as memory and evidence.

Finally, what Archives-on-line ensure is not only connecting an archives with amind,
but also a secure storage memory, so that society can be confident of the future.
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